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Planned Forthcoming Meetings (some are tentative) 
 
Saturday 20th December 1200 Christmas Luncheon at The Maid of Auckland. Two courses are $39 and 

the Group will pay $19. 

2026 
Sunday 25th January 1400 Show and Tell, topic any electrical/electronic item 
Sunday 22nd February 1400 Simple Radio Testing Presentation by Alan Taylor 
Sunday 29th March  1400 Auction or Sale 
Sunday 26th April* 1400 Visit to Peter Holland’s home 
Sunday 31st May 1200 Visit to Alistair Crail’s home in Lyndoch 
Sunday28th June 1400 Presentation by Jeremy Cordeaux and or Barry Hall 
Sunday 8th July 1400 AGM and Auction 
Sunday30th August 1300 Visit to the National Motor Museum in Birdwood 
Sunday 27th September 1200 BBQ and Visit to the National Military Vehicle Museum at Edinburgh 
Sunday 18th October  TBA Visit to the South Australian Society of Model and Experimental Engineers 

(SASMEE) at Goodwood, weather permitting 
Sunday 30th November 1400 Auction 
TBA 1200 Christmas Luncheon at the Maid of Auckland 
. 

 
Member’s Luncheons 
 

Luncheons are held for retirees and those that can escape work for the day on the second Wednesday of the 
odd month. An attendance of 10 were at the September luncheon at the Hampstead Hotel... The 14th ofJanuary 
luncheon will be at the Hampstead Hotel. The Hampstead is at 143 North East Road, Collinswood, on the 
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corner of Northeast and Hampstead Roads. Meeting time is 1200 for a 1230 luncheon. All members, 
including those from interstate, are welcome. Forthcoming luncheons are: 
 

Wednesday 14th January 2026 at the Hampstead 
Wednesday 11th March 2026 at the Earl of Leicester 
Wednesday 13th May 2026 at the Hampstead 
Wednesday J8th July 2026 at the Hampstead 

Amateur Radio Call-Back Broadcasts 
 

At the height of Covis, when we were not permitted to have face-to-face meetings, some of the licenced 
amateur radio operators started a vhf callback net on an Adelaide 2 metre repeater. We are again using the 
relocated AHARS repeater at Belair on 147.000 MHz receive. This net is open to all appropriately licenced 
amateurs, regardless of being a member of the HRSA. 

Component Corner 
Many new members are probably wondering where to obtain components and valves. The following is a 
list in order of preference; 
HRSA-SA Group Shop (See the Directory above). We are working towards a publishable catalogue, 
AZTRONICS, 170 Sturt Street, Adelaide. Houses the HRSA-SA Group valve bank and modern 
components, 
HRSA Melbourne (see Radio Waves) Houses the HRSA valve bank and odd passive components and kits, 
WES Components, Sydney. The catalogue is viewable on-line and orders through the Shop Keeper or 
Secretary, as the SA Group has an account. 
 

Committee Meetings 

The third committee meeting has yet to be scheduled, but will be reasonably early in the New Year. The 
Editor’s position is still vacant. 

Front Cover 

It appears that some lucky recipient is going to receive a Bush TR82 for Christmas. 

Editorial 

Since the Editor is also the President at present, I will consolidate all my comments into the President’s 
Report. 

President’s Report 

October’s meeting was the presentation by Warwick Kemp, a former DSTO senior engineer, on crystal 
detectors. Unfortunately, the weather spoilt his antenna ambitions and the hall acoustics hampered his 
presentation. The November meeting was a most successful event with some spirited bidding. A good crowd 
of 34 attended. The deadline for the Christmas Luncheon is Monday 15th of December, you need to contact 
the treasurer by then. 

You are reminded of the new parking rules at St Cyprian’s Church Hall, which you are asked to please obey. 
The Sunday morning church proceedings now extend to 1.00pm, so you are asked not to enter the Church 
car park until that time. Our use of the hall only commits the church into providing two car parks, so parking 
any more cars is a privilege not to be abused, or we may very well loose it. Consequently, meeting starting 
times have been shifted to 2.00pm as half an hour is considered too short to set up, particularly for auctions. 
If you arrive early, pull over and have a snooze before entering the car park and in no circumstances are cars 
to be left parked in the middle of the car park. If the Church car park is full, park across the road. 

On behalf of the committee, we wish all members a very Merry Christmas and Happy and Safe New Year. 
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Tony Bell 
 (President) 
 

Wanted 

Nil 
 
Introduction from the New Secretary 

As the new secretary of the HRSA-SA Group and having been a member for just over two years I will take 
the opportunity in this newsletter to introduce myself. From the mid 1950’s I lived in Karoonda and then 
from 1960 lived on a farm a few kilometres from Karoonda. I had an early interest in radios and all things 
electrical and mechanical. After moving to the farm, I started collecting old radios and other bits and pieces 
of electrical equipment. I had a six-volt vibrator console radio in my bedroom with a large tractor battery 
outside for power and a 40-metre-long wire antenna. It was at this time I started buying the Radio, Television 
and Hobbies magazine from the local Four Square store. 

 My science teacher at Karoonda Area School once asked me if I could build a battery powered high voltage 
power supply. The school had a 6-volt battery for power for science experiments. I put together a vibrator, 
six-volt ignition coil and capacitor to produce a 30,000-volt 100 Hz output which was used to make brown 
coloured nitrous oxide in a sealed test tube by passing 30,000 volts across a spark gap. One day I connected 
the power supply to thirty fellow students holding hands in a big circle to see what the effects of 30,000 volts 
would be. I switched on and thirty students shot up in the air. It’s a wonder I didn’t kill anyone. In September 
1967 our Family moved to Adelaide. I had always wanted an oscilloscope, and I soon found a second-hand 
war disposals store at the bottom end of Rundle Street, and I got enough bits and pieces including a new 
5BPI CRT to make an oscilloscope with which I could look at waveforms generated from transistor 
multivibrators etc.  

I finished High School in 1969 and at the age of eighteen in January 1970 I and nine other school leavers 
commenced a three-year block release apprenticeship to learn the trade of “Radio Tradesman” at the Philips 
Factory at Hendon. Another fifteen apprentices commenced training in other trades at Hendon. From 
February 1970 through to the end of June 1970 I and my fellow Philips apprentices attended Kilkenny Trade 
School for eight hours a day for five days a week. From July onwards we reverted to one half day a week at 
Kilkenny. Upon returning to Hendon in July 1970 I worked in several departments including the radio line 
doing RF alignment on the model MM2 radio, the television line repairing faulty chassis, instrument 
maintenance and quality control inspecting completed products for faults. Whilst doing a quality inspection 
I once found a screwdriver left inside a radiogram.  

Television and radio production at Hendon ceased in June 1972 and I spent several weeks packing up 
production equipment for transfer to the Philips Clayton factory in Victoria. It was a sad day when the factory 
closed down. A lot of the female workforce there had started working during the war at Hendon making 
munitions and then returned after the war when Philips arrived.  Once I had finished packing up the 
Television line, I was transferred to Philips Scientific and Industrial Division located at the Philips building 
on West terrace to complete my apprenticeship. 

 Here I assisted an engineer in building probes containing radioactive isotopes and photo-multiplier tubes to 
provide real time monitoring of the mineral content in slurry tanks at mining sites. We had access to the 
Kanmantoo copper mine to test this equipment. Back then computers were very large, and program files 
were on 25 mm wide punched paper tape loaded on 300 mm reels and took one hour to load. It was here at 
West Terrace I met fellow member Warren Lane who was at the time servicing Philips professional products 
in commercial buildings and schools etc. I would sometimes go out with Warren to assist him on service 
calls. Working with Warren was never a dull moment, he was very entertaining.  

At the end of December 1972 Philips vacated the West terrace building and all staff re-located to the Astor 
building in Flinders Street. I left Philips in 1974 to go back to the farm at Karoonda. 
 
 In Karoonda a local businessman was an agent for Philips consumer products and he sold a lot of Philips 
televisions which I would install and repair when required. One farmer at Christmas time had just bought a 
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new Philips television which conked out a couple of weeks after purchase. I went out to the farmhouse to 
repair the television and Dad, Mum and 3 kids were watching me in anticipation of the television being 
repaired. I noticed there was an old B/W TV in the corner of the lounge room. I soon had the new television 
working again which made everybody very happy. Then their Dad asked me if I could have a look at the old 
television and when he said this, Mum and the kids swiftly exited the lounge room. Anyway, I removed the 
back off the TV and found a valve had been removed from its socket. I plugged the valve back in and the TV 
was again working. This is when the whole story came out. Mum and the kids had been pestering their Dad 
for a new colour television and Dad had decreed he would by a new television when the old one conked out. 
Mum had decided to hurry things along by removing one valve.  
 
By the early 1980’s I could see the farm at 1100 hectares which I was farming in partnership with my Father 
was no longer big enough to be viable into the future. In 1983 I successfully applied for employment as a 
television technician at Radio Rentals. (Farm sold in 1985 to a neighbour). I spent the first year in the 
workshop at Prospect and on my first day there I met fellow member Rob Olding. For the rest of my time at 
RR I was a field technician supplied with a company van and working from home. A courier would come 
around each evening with spare parts, workshop repaired consumer jobs for delivery and jobs booked in for 
the next day. Extra calls came over the two-way radio.  I usually worked in the Salisbury-Elizabeth area and 
quite often I would have done several house calls by lunch time and would have travelled less than 5 
kilometres such was the saturation of RR customers in Salisbury-Elizabeth. Radio Rentals had a very good 
business model in renting out electrical appliances and providing free repair service when renting an 
appliance and were a very good company to work for who looked after their staff and paid above award rates 
to attract quality staff. 

 I left RR in 1995 to start my own business in Prospect repairing televisions and video recorders. This 
business was quite successful until the introduction of the GST in July 2000 which had the effect of dropping 
the prices on new consumer goods and increasing the cost to the consumer for repairs which made repairs a 
less attractive proposition over purchasing new appliances and the extra burden of being an unpaid tax 
collector didn’t help. Late in 2003 I had arranged to sell the business and start working at Entech Electronics 
as an electronics test/repair technician.  
 
Ironically the very last customer I had come in to my shop to buy a TV before I handed over the business to 
the new owners was the then Senator Meg Lees who had given the vital senate vote to John Howard to pass 
the GST despite promising at the previous election not to pass the GST. I voted for her at that election in the 
belief she would not pass the GST. Never trust a politician! I worked at Entech, an Electronics contract 
manufacturer, from 2003 to the end of 2020 when I retired. 
  
At Entech I did production testing, maintained the production machines, installed new machines, designed 
and built electronic test jigs, interview job applicants and when required run the whole factory as Production 
manager.  
 
Now in retirement I spend two days a week at the Mt Barker depot of Steamranger maintaining the Red Hen 
diesel railcars as well as tinkering with and restoring old radios in my shed. I am available to help any member 
any time with any technical problems. 
 
 I have a small milling machine capable of drilling accurately placed holes and doing simple machining for 
any member who would like such jobs done. I also have available for purchase two efficient hash free 12 
volt powered inverters of my own design for battery powered radios. Version 1 has 1.4 volts A supply and 
90 volts B+ supply for battery powered valve portable radios. The inverter and battery fit inside the radio. 
The second version power supply is capable of supplying 2 volts at 1 amp A supply, 135 volts B+ supply 
and 2 isolated C supplies. The toroidal transformers have an extra low voltage winding hand wound onto the 
transformer to supply the DC filament voltage. 
I can be contacted on 0474 086 667 or email: acfraser.coonara@gmail.com. 
 
Andrew Fraser. 
Secretary HRSA-SA Group. 
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Thumbnail Sketch of H.C. (Robbie) Robinson 

Most members have most probably dealt with Robbie at some time over the years. Craig Jackson and Paul Fisher wrote 
a two-part series on Robbie in the May-June and July-August 2003 editions of the local newsletter, however the newer 
members will not have seen the articles and recent events call for an update.  This sketch is sourced from those two 
articles plus other information gleaned from a number of sources and believed to be correct.  

Robbie was born on the 1st of May, 1919, yes 90 years ago, and grew up in Cairns. At the tender age of 12, he left school 
in the early days of the depression and joined the P.M.G. (Post Master General) as a telegram delivery boy and later 
became a delivery boy for a Chinese grocer. In the latter part of the 1930s, Robbie joined a machine gun company of 
the North Queensland Militia (reserves). After the outbreak of World War II in 1939, he joined the A.I.F. (Australian 
Imperial Forces) and initially served in the Middle East and later in New Guinea.  

Robbie was discharged at War’s end in 1945, worked for G.M.H. (General Motors Holden) and soon moved to the Port 
Adelaide wool stores. In 1947 he shifted to the wharves and purchased six adjoining blocks in Long Street, Queenstown. 
Over the next 4 years he continued to work on the wharves while developing a house and motor wrecking business, 
which he eventually ran full time in competition with Colin Wagener (our Treasurer’s father) and Bill Trelevean (who 
specialized in military vehicles). He later diversified in to selling second hand machinery and yet later selling electronic 
components, probably in completion with Gerard and Goodman, Newton McLaren and Truscotts, but at a lower price. 
Perhaps the high point of the business was when the Defence Joint Project ceased in 1980 and large amounts of 
equipment from both the Woomera Rocket Range and D.S.T.O. (Defence Science Technology Organisation) were sent 
to auction. At one stage, Robbie had 12 people working for him in the business.  

In the early 1990s, as President of the local Group, so many members of the H.R.S.A. would congregate at Robbie’s on 
a Friday afternoon, that I would ‘threaten’ to hold a meeting. A fall from a ladder a few years ago saw Robbie hurt 
himself rather badly and regrettably, he has never fully recovered from that fall. Although being born in Cairns meant 
that the heat generally did not worry him, the great heat wave of March 2008 finally became too much for Robbie, then 
aged 88 years old, and the shop closed. Over the next 13 months, his son and daughter (Paul and Lyn) held a series of 
sales to sell off as much of the stock as possible, concluding the sales at 1100 on the 18th of April, just 13 days short of 
Robbie’s 90th birthday. So endeth an era. The shop and two adjoining blocks are for sale, so if there are any enterprising 
members, here is an opportunity for “Robbie’s” to live again under new management. 

Tony Bell.2009 

Photo Gallery 

Regrettably, I forgot to take the customary ‘team’ photographs at the last luncheon at the Hampstead, even 
though I had my camera with me. I need a reminder these days please guys. So I have dug out some of the 
very earliest photographs of the S.A. Group activities. 
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Peter Thomas was HRSA Member No 28. This display was in July 1987, probably the first in S.A. under 
the HRSA name  

 
Above: Self-titled, this is the meeting at which the decision to form a formal local group was made. 
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Above: Mark and I called in to see country member, the late Dick Harrison, on our way to Melbourne via Mt. 

Gambier in 1992. 
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