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Planned Forthcoming Meetings (some are tentative) 

Sunday 22nd February 1400 Simple Radio Testing Presentation by Alan Taylor 
Tuesday 24th February 1100 Unveiling the Peltonga plaque at 170 Greenhill Rd., Parkside 
Sunday 29th March  1400 Hybrid Sale and Auction 
Sunday 26th April* 1400 Visit to Peter Holland’s home 
Sunday 31st May 1200 Visit to Alistair Crail’s home in Lyndoch 
Sunday28th June 1400 Presentation by Jeremy Cordeaux and or Barry Hall 
Sunday 26th July 1400 AGM and Auction 
Sunday30th August 1300 Visit to the National Motor Museum in Birdwood 
Sunday 27th September 1200 BBQ and Visit to the National Military Vehicle Museum at Edinburgh 
Sunday 25th October  TBA Visit to the South Australian Society of Model and Experimental Engineers 

(SASMEE) at Goodwood, weather permitting 
Sunday 29th November 1400 Auction 
Saturday 19th December 1200 Christmas Luncheon at the Maid of Auckland 

Member’s Luncheons 

Luncheons are held for retirees and those that can escape work for the day on the second Wednesday of the 
odd month. An attendance of 7 were at the January luncheon at the Hampstead Hotel. The next luncheons will 
be on the 11th of March at the Earl of Leicester. The Earl is at 85 Leicester Street, Parkside. Meeting time is 
1200 for a 1230 luncheon. All members, including those from interstate, are welcome. 
Forthcoming luncheons are: 

Wednesday 11th March 2026 at the Earl of Leicester 
Wednesday 13th May 2026 at the Hampstead 
Wednesday 8th July 2026 at the Hampstead 



 

Amateur Radio Call-Back Broadcasts 
 

At the height of Covid, when we were not permitted to have face-to-face meetings, some of the licenced 
amateur radio operators started a vhf callback net on an Adelaide 2 metre repeater. We are again using the 
relocated AHARS repeater at Belair on 147.000 MHz receive. The repeater requires a 91.5 Hz tone for 
access. This net is open to all appropriately licenced amateurs, regardless of being a member of the HRSA. 

Component Corner 
Many new members are probably wondering where to obtain components and valves. The following is a 
list in order of preference; 
HRSA-SA Group Shop (See the Directory above). We are working towards a publishable catalogue, 
AZTRONICS, 170 Sturt Street, Adelaide. Houses the HRSA-SA Group valve bank and modern 
components, 
HRSA Melbourne (see Radio Waves) Houses the HRSA valve bank and odd passive components and kits, 
WES Components, Sydney. The catalogue is viewable on-line and orders through the Shop Keeper or 
Secretary, as the SA Group has an account. 

Committee Meetings 

The third committee meeting has yet to be scheduled. As the Group seems to be running smoothly, there 
seem to be no urgency to hold a meeting. The Editor’s position is still vacant. 

Front Cover 

There has been much comment regarding the replacement plaque on the 5DN time capsule which is located 
in the front of the site on which Peltonga, the Hume family home and first studios of 5DN sat, but many 
members probably have no idea what it looks like. Access to the time capsule is a hole behind the piece of 
flat galvanised iron, substituted when the brass plaque was stolen. The new plaque will replace the galvanised 
iron sheet. 

Editorial 

Since the Editor is also the President at present, I will consolidate all my comments into the President’s 
Report. 

President’s Report 

A good crowd of some 24 attended for the Christmas Luncheon in December and I am confident in saying 
that everybody enjoyed themselves. As the venue continues to be so popular with the Group, we have booked 
it again for Christmas this year. 

The January luncheon was attended by 7 members. Numbers have been consistently down a little and I would 
like to know why. Those that attend seem to like the venue. 

The January meeting with its show and tell topic of ‘anything electrical’ gave members a very wide scope 
and some took advantage of that. The participants were: 

 Nick’s presentation was relacing low voltage incandescent light globes with LEDs 

 Mark had a TS-107/TMP-1 L band (500 to 1,500 MHZ) wave and RF pulse meter and a TS-148/UP 
general-purpose X band (8,500 to 9,600 MHz) spectrum analyser. 

 Alan showed one of the valves from the Philips air consignment from Holland to Australia and told 
the story. The story is told elsewhere in this Newsletter. 

 Ian had a 3 valve Gerrard and Goodman tabletop radio and Airzone Midget 551 to discuss. Although 
radios made by Gerard and Goodman are not common, we also know of a Gerard console in the 
Group.  



 

 Tony bought two Zenith Trans-Oceanic, the R500, one of the last tube and the 1000L one of the early 
transistor radios in the series. As a contrast, he also displayed the A.W.A. model 693P. often referred 
to as the “poor man’s Trans-Oceanic”. 

 Last, but not lease, Andrew wins the notional first prize by presidential decree for his most original 
exhibit, a battery operated Enuresis machine designed by an Adelaide doctor in the 1950s to 
supposedly cure young boys bed wetting. 

Regretfully, the day was very hot, particularly without an air-conditioned hall, however some 24 members 
braved the elements. I was pleased to see that no one arrived at the St, Cyprian’s Church Hall car park before 
1.00pm. Well done folk, please keep it up. 

The Peltonga plaque is finally going to its final place of rest. Jeremy Cordeaux said that he would make up 
a time capsule.  This Newsletter is dedicated to the plaque and hopefully Jeremy will include a copy. As 
many participants will be departed in 24 years, it will be interesting for the younger members to see what 
happens in 20, 24 or 49 years. If you do go to watch the event on the 24th, would you please stand back a bit 
unless directly involved in proceedings and give priority to Jeremy, RATS and BRIEF members and the 
other dignitaries. 

Alan’s presentation at the next meeting on ‘Simple Radio Testing’ should be most interesting and useful to 
the less technically experienced members. 

Tony Bell 
 (President) 
 

Philips First Air Freight 

In 1935 Philips Australia found themselves acutely short of AK1 octode frequency changer valves. The 
requirement was such that the company could not wait 4 to 6 weeks for sea freight. In 1935 air freight was 
in its infancy, DC2s were the norm and the ubiquitous DC3 had just been released by Douglas.  Because of 
the size of the shipment, it caused much publicity. It is presumed that because of the large number of valves 
involved, the cost per valve was tolerable. 
 
The shipment was notable for the following reasons: 

 Scale: The consignment weighed approximately one half of a ton. 
 Record Settings: It was reported as a world record at that time for ab aerial shipment of its type. 
 Route: The valves travelled from Europe in 13 days, handled by a combination of Imperial Airways, 

K.L.M., QANTAS and New England Airways. 
 Context: These valves were intended for use in Philips radio receivers, 
 Marking: Some valves from this consignment carried a paper label identifying them as part of this 

record-breaking aerial consignment. 
 Arrival Details: The valves arrived on the 5th of April 1935, as a part of the newly established 

international air mail and cargo service between England and Australia. 
 Carrier: The shipment was carried by Qantas Empire Airways (a joint venture between Qantas and 

Imperial Airways). The service utilised de Havilland DH86 aircraft to complete the final legs of the 
“Kangaroo Route” from Singapore to Brisbane and then onwards to Sydney. 

 Context: At the time, this 12,754-mile (20,526-km) route from London took approximately 12.5 days, 
a dramatic reduction compared to the five-week journey by ship. The use of air transport which were 
fragile and of a high value, demonstrated the growing commercial viability of international aviation 
for urgent technical supplies. 

 
For further historical details regarding this specific 1935 shipment and other early Qantas flights can be 
explored through the National Library of Australia’s Trove archive.  Thanks to Alan Taylor for the basic 
information, Alan has one of the marked valves. No copyright infringement could be found. 
 

 



 

Ernest Hume and 5DN 

While researching information for the Centenary of Broadcasting in S.A. Exhibition in early 2025, 
information is found regarding Peltonga, the family home of Ernest and Stella Hume and the site of the 
first studio for 5DN. A visit to the site and literature indicates a time capsule outside the now office 
block. The cast brass plaque is missing and most likely stolen and replaced with a small sheet of 
galvanised iron. Following the success of the Exhibition, the HRSA-SA Group decide to replace the 
plague with material of little intrinsic value. This is to be undertaken on the 24th of February 2026, 101 
years after Hume receives his ‘B’ class (commercial) licence. 

In 1923 there are no regular broadcasting stations as such in South Australia. Some amateur radio operators 
provide regular programmes and play music by placing   a microphone in the horn of a gramophone. In 
November 1923 the Adelaide Radio Company acquires an experimental licence and the call sign 5DN, there 
is no evidence that it was used at this time. In late 1923 Ernest Hume is in negotiations with the PMG for an 
experimental licence. 

Ernest James Hume is born in Bendigo in 1869 and educated in Melbourne where he and his brother, Walter 
establish the Hume Fence Company, with a branch in Adelaide. Ernest devises a process for manufacturing 
concrete pipes used for everything from carrying water to sewerage. The brothers form the Hume Pipe 
Company, later with off shoots. Ernest marries Stella Leonora Harriette in Sydney in 1905 and. the family 
settle in Peltonga at 15 Park Terrace (now 170 Greenhill Road), Parkside Their first child, Ernest Jeremy is 
born the year following the wedding. There are two more sons and a daughter born over the next 5 years. 

Hume is granted an interim permit to carry out broadcasting in early 1924. This permit presumably does not 
include a call sign and as he does not have the technical capability or equipment, he begins negotiations with 
the Adelaide Radio Company. There is no details of the agreement, but they presumably resemble the 
following: 

 The company, actually Lance Jones, leases his personal 35-watt transmitter to Hume, 

 Transfer the location of the use of callsign 5DN to Hume’s premises, 

 The eventual transfer of the callsign to Hume on his attaining the appropriate licence, 

 Providing technical support to Hume, and 

 Construction of a 500-watt transmitter to be supplied later in the year. 

Hume buys blocks of land Nos 1 and 3 Montpellier Street and Nos 2 and 4 Porter street giving him an area 
two house blocks wide and 2 deep near the laneway at the rear of his house. Hume has a carpenter build the 
masts and has a transmitter and studio buildings built on the block. In June 1924 Lance Jones moves his 
transmitter into Humes new purpose-built building in Montpelier Street. All transmitter services, including 
those of the operator are supplied by the Adelaide Radio Company under an ordinary commercial contract. 
this includes the call sign. Hume designs and installs the antenna and starts test transmissions on the 12th of 
June 1924. In July he applies for an ‘A’ class licence, this is rejected, so he applies for a ‘B’ class licence.  In 
September it is reported that 5DN transmissions are remarkably good, coming in strong and clear. There are 
a wide range of programmes including lectures, musical and elocutionary items and recitals. All programming 
is undertaken by Hume’s wife, Stella and most originate in Peltonga. Eldest son Ernest Jnr is now in his late 
teens and learning all that he can about the design and operation of transmitters and associated systems. Stella 
is the first female announcer in the Commonwealth and is supported by her youngest son, Jack as an 
announcer. 



 

The leased transmitter only produces 35 watts and probably produces a certain amount of distortion, there are 
atmospheric disturbances to contend with and receivers quite insensitive, often being no more than a tuned 
crystal detector. Consequently, the first letter of the 5DN call sign can be confused with C, E, G, P, T or V. 
To overcome the problem, Stella and probably Jack use the phonetic alphabet of the time and so 5DN becomes 
5DonN. Once listeners have positively identified the first letter, the second letter ‘comes naturally’ and N only 
has one sound alike, the letter M. Once 5DN obtains its full licence, the PMG are not as tolerant as ACMA of 
the 2020s with on-air call signs and insist 5DN uses just that. Increases in transmitter performance also 
probably make the use of phonetics unnecessary. 

Meanwhile the South Australian Radio Company has been operating experimental station 5AB since the 
beginning of the year, transmitting the State election results in April and excerpts from a play in June 1924. 
In August the transmitter is moved to the roof of the Grosvenor Hotel and an antenna erected. After several 
ownership changes, Central Broadcasting Ltd starts broadcasting with a permit at the Grosvenor Hotel on the 
20th of November 1924. Two days later the call sign is changed to 5CL. On the 14th of January 1925 5CL is 
granted its ‘A’ class licence.  

On the 30th of November Hume’s application for a ‘B’ class licence is approved, subject to Hume fulfilling 
certain requirements. The 500-watt transmitter ordered earlier in the year is installed and on the 24th of 
February 1925, Hume starts operating under his ‘B’ class licence No. 14. Hume retains the callsign of 5DN 
as originally agreed. Lance Jones retires from 5DN in June 1925 and Ernest Hume jnr. becomes responsible 
for the technical operation of 5DN. With increased transmitting hours and the difficulty of guests to access 
the studio, a site is sought in the central business district.  By August 1926 rooms are fitted out in the Paringa 
Building, Hindly Street.  

Second son Frank is killed in a motor bike accident in 1925, aged 15. Ernest Hume snr. dies in 1928, aged 59. 
Ernest jnr. is now a well-respected engineer and carries on financing the Hume business after his father dies. 
Ernest snr. wants Jack to appropriately study and manage the Hume Steel Division, Jack prefers to spend his 
evenings and any other spare time behind the microphone, leading to his father relenting. Although he has an 
affinity for the arts, Jack develops considerable engineering capability. Stella relinquishes her position as 
programme director in late 1925 and upon her husband’s death she moves to N.S.W. Only daughter, Enid, 
eventually marries and has a daughter, she has no input into 5DN. 

 In early 1930, as the 5-year renewal of the 5DN licence approaches, the PMG requires 5DN to become a 
public company and Hume Broadcasters Limited is formed. At about this time operations return to the 
Montpelier Street site and the studio is used for the first time, the move most likely necessary due to reduced 
income attributed to the depression. Operations stay at Parkside until Saverys Pianos Ltd acquires a financial 
interest and both the transmitter and studios are moved to Savery’s premises at 29 Rundle Street in May 1932.  

In 1935, the principal groups behind the company which establishes 5RM are the Australian Dried Fruit 
Association, the Murray Citrus Growers Association and certain Adelaide interests including Saverys Pianos 
Ltd. The site for the transmitter is selected by Ern (Ernest jnr.) Hume, and the transmitter is built by Ern and 
his brother Jack. Once on air, 5RM takes some of its programmes from 5DN. In January 1952 the lease 
agreement with 5DN expires and 5RM joins 5AU to be a part of the 5KA network. 

In 1936 there is a further move to the iconic Commercial Mutual Life (CML) building on the corner of King 
William and Hindley streets, the tallest building in Adelaide at this time. The transmitter and antenna are 
mounted on the roof, and the top floor houses the studios, offices and other necessary facilities. Associated 
Newspapers, producers of The News and the Mail, purchase 5DN. The CML building arrangement continues 
until May 1954, when a new transmitter and antennas are installed at Dry Creek and in December 1956 the 
studios relocate to Tynte Street, North Adelaide, their final resting place. Due to the State Government 



 

acquisition of the Dry Creek site for the Metropolitan Adelaide Transport Scheme (MATS), the transmitters 
and antennas are relocated to nearby Wingfield. In 1964 there is another purchase by a newspaper publisher, 
this time John Fairfax Limited. 

5DN is the first station in Adelaide to adopt the ‘talkback’ in a news/talk back  format. With the new format 
during the 1970s and 1980s, ratings soar, particularly in the evenings and other stations soon adopt a similar 
format. Horse and dog racing, which have been a part of 5DN’s format for many years, is transferred to 5AA, 
which the Totaliser Agency Board (TAB) has bought for this purpose. This is where things become somewhat 
murky! With Warwick Faifax’s takeover starting to unravel, he put the Macquarie Network, of which 5DN is 
a founding member in the 1930s, on the market. An investor buys the network and immediately sets to work 
disintegrating it.  Jeremy Cordeaux, in conjunction with transport magnate, Alan Scott form First Radio Ltd 
to buy the 5DN element of the Macquarie Network. The State Government Insurance Commission (SGIC) 
sometime later invest into First Radio Limited. Since Scott and the SGIC have a major interest, they decide to 
rebadge 5DN, now shifted to 102.3 MHz FM, discontinue the news/talk format and adopt the cheaper classic 
hits format. Cordeaux, who has been allowed to keep his morning talk programme, resigns on the 5DN change 
to the FM band. The new format is highly unsuccessful. Montclair Investments, of whom Cordeaux is a 
participant and having bought 5AD, buy 5DN for $1. The Australian Broadcast Authority permit 5AD and 
5AD102.3FM to simulcast with highly successfully results while reorganising studios in Tynte Street, which 
are now required to accommodate two stations. Montclair Investments decide to launch Radio 1323 with 
talkback on the 5AD AM frequency and to increase its visibility, it is reinvented as 5DN in 1994. Music 
remains on the FM band as 5AD102.3FM. The combination is successful. 

In the late 1990s the Australian Radio Network (ARN) buy Montclair Investments, consisting of both 102.3 
MHz FM and 1323 kHz AM and their licences leased to Sports and Entertainment Network (SEN) Melbourne. 
In 2004 the 1323 kHz AM audience drops to near zero, so SEN return the licence to ARN. 102.3 MHz FM is 
rebranded MIX 102.3 FM and 1323 kHz AM is rebadged and reformatted as Cruise 1323 Easy Listening in 
2005. In 2012 Cruise 1323 joins the ARN’s Classic Hits network and MIX 102.3 FM is rebranded KIS 102.3 
in 2025.  

Much of the difficulty in trying to trace the two stations on 1323 kHz AM and 102.3 MHz FM are due to call 
signs. One would expect 1323 kHz to still use the 5AD licence and 102.3 MHz to use an adjustment to the 
5DN call sign, say 5DNN. This is not the case, the former 5AD station now uses the 5DN licence and the 
102.3 MHz frequency uses 5ADD, a ‘FM corruption’ of the 5AD call sign. 

Caution: While every care has been taken in writing this paper, readers are cautioned to the accuracy of the 
latter part, particularly since the Warwick Fairfax takeover, as the world wide web (www) has been extensively 
used and there are too few sites to cross reference and too many inaccuracies on the web. 

Photo Gallery 
LEFT: Jack Hume in his later days at 5DN. 



 

 
 
ABOVE: The plaque to be located on the time capsule on Greenhill Road. 
 
BELOW LEFT: Lance Jones original 35 watt transmitter in the transmitter building, Montpelier Street, Parkside. 
 
BELOW RIGHT Ernest Hume jnr. In Peltonga,, probably monitoring the transmission quality of 5DN. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
TOP: The Group at St. 
Cyprian’s. Photo, S. Parker 
 
Centr: Nick’s LED lit cassette 
player. Photo, S. Parker 
 
Bottom: Mark’s TS-148/UP 
Universal X band spectrum 
analyser. Photo, S. Parker 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

LEFT:  Mark’s TS-107/TPM-1 L 
bandwave (frequency) and RF 
power meter. Photo, S. Parker 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

RIGHT: Ian’s Gerard and 
Goodman radio. Photo, S. 
Parker 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LEFT: Airzone Miget 
551 radio.. Photo, S. 
Parker 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Left   Tony’s Zenith 
Trans-Oceanic Model 
R500 Radio. Photo, S. 
Parker 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RIGHT: Tony’s Zenith Trans-Oceanic 
Model 1000D Radio. Photo, S. Parker 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

LEFT: Andrew’s Enuresis 
machine designed by an 
Adelaide doctor in the 1950s to 
supposedly cure young boys bed 
wetting. Photo, S. Parker 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 

TOP: January’s luncheon at the Hampstead Hotel looking south. Photo, A.Bell 
 
 
 
 

BELOW: January’s luncheon at the Hampstead Hotel looking north. Photo, A.Bell 
 

 

 
 


