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Planned Forthcoming Meetings (some are tentative) 

Sunday 26th April 1400 Question/talk opportunity at St Cyprians 
Sunday 31st May 1200 Visit to Alistair Crail’s home in Lyndoch 
Sunday28th June 1400 Presentation by Jeremy Cordeaux and or Barry Hall 
Sunday 27th July 1400 AGM and Auction 
Sunday30th August 1300 Visit to the National Motor Museum in Birdwood 
Sunday 27th September 1200 BBQ and Visit to the National Military Vehicle Museum at Edinburgh 
Sunday 26th October  TBA Visit to the South Australian Society of Model and Experimental Engineers 

(SASMEE) at Goodwood, weather permitting 
Sunday 30th November 1400 Auction 
Saturday 19th December 1200 Christmas Luncheon at the Maid of Auckland 

Member’s Luncheons 

Luncheons are held for retirees and those that can escape work for the day on the second Wednesday of the 
odd month. An attendance of 6 were at the March luncheon at the Earl of Leicester Hotel. The next luncheon 
will be on the 13th of May at the Hampstead Hotel. The Hamstead is at 143 North East Road, Collinswood on 
the corner of North East and Hampstead Roads. Meeting time is 1200 for a 1230 luncheon. All members, 
including those from interstate, are welcome. 

Forthcoming luncheons are: 
Wednesday 8th July 2026 at the Hampstead 
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Amateur Radio Call-Back Broadcasts 

At the height of Covis, when we were not permitted to have face-to-face meetings, some of the licenced 
amateur radio operators started a vhf callback net on an Adelaide 2 metre repeater. We are again using the 
relocated AHARS repeater at Belair on 147.000 MHz receive. The repeater requires a 91.5 Hz tone for 
access. This net is open to all appropriately licenced amateurs, regardless of being a member of the HRSA. 

Component Corner 
Many new members are probably wondering where to obtain components and valves. The following is a list 
in order of preference: 
HRSA-SA Group Shop (See the Directory above). We are working towards a publishable catalogue, 
AZTRONICS, 170 Sturt Street, Adelaide. Houses the HRSA-SA Group valve bank and modern 
components, 
HRSA Melbourne (see Radio Waves) houses the HRSA valve bank and odd passive components and kits, 
WES Components, Sydney. The catalogue is viewable on-line and orders through the Shop Keeper or 
Secretary, as the SA Group has an account. 

Front Cover 

No, it is not the same cover as the previous Newsletter, this is how the Peltonga cairn looks today. A close 
look will reveal the plaque created by the HRSA-SA Group in position. More detailed photographs appear 
in Photo Gallery. 

Editorial 

Since the Editor is also the President at present, I will consolidate all my comments into the President’s 
Report. 

President’s Report 

The replacement on the 24th of February of the time capsule contents prepared by Jeremy and Tony and the 
replacement of the plaque prepared by the Group is well documented in the Photo Gallery. This was the 101st 
anniversary of posting the first South Australian ‘B’ class broadcast licence to Ernest Hume. Peltonga was 
the Hume family home and initial studios of 5DN. We were honoured with the presence of David Hume, 
grandson of Ernest and son of Jack, Ernest and Stella’s youngest son. The event went very well although 2 
groups formed at the Earl of Leicester, one drinking claret and the other eating lunch. We are grateful and 
thank Frank Sebastyan for the use of his photographs of the event featured in the Photo Gallery. Since many 
of those concerned, including Jeremy and myself,  are most unlikely to be still alive in 19 years, I call on the 
younger members of the Group to remember the date, keep an eye on the cairn and hold some event, perhaps 
opening the time capsule, on the 24th of February 2045 to commemorate 120 years since the first South 
Australian ‘B’ class licence was issued. 

A most interesting presentation was given by Alan on short cuts to fault find a radio. It is not surprising that 
attendance was low most likely due to the high temperature on the day. 

The hybrid sale/auction worked well and the sale of much of the material meant a fairly short auction 
afterwards to clear the tables. The big disadvantage of this system is that the Group does not get commission 
on the sale items. Proceeds from the auctions go along way towards financing the Group’s activities.  
Consequently, we may need to use an honour system of asking sellers to keep track of sales and give the 
Group 10% of the proceed. Any other suggestions will be gratefully received. The big downer for the 
afternoon was that on Andrew’s and my arrival at 1pm the car park was nearly full. This is after members 
being asked not to enter the car park until 1 pm as church activities may proceed to that time. Our hire of the 
hall is for 3 hours from 1 to 4 pm. Early arrival means members are effectively trespassing. In addition, as 
pointed out previously, the hire entitles the Group to two car parks and enabling the use of the whole car park 
is a privilege, not a right. Abuse of the system could well lead to the church removing the privilege. 
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The sale of equipment from a deceased estate on the 12th of April went well, with a number of members 
finding their ‘treasures’. Peter Holland was scheduled to host a home visit this month. Another commitment 
for Peter developed and it was intended simply to swap the April and May home visits. However, Peter has 
developed some unidentified illness and has asked for the visit to be postponed to some later date. We wish 
Peter a speedy diagnosis and recovery. For those that do not know Peter, he was the founding treasurer of 
the Group for the first three years. He has a magnificent collection of communications receivers and Jaguar 
cars.  

The senior committee have decided on the following programme for the next two months: 

Sunday 26th of April 1400 at St Cyprian’s Church Hall a ‘talkback’ style where possible subjects are: 

 Members ask questions of perhaps Warren or Alan regarding problems with a restoration, 

 Members bring in a chassis to discuss problems as above, 

 The President discusses the formation of the S.A. Group, if there is interest, 

 Persuade Oli to tell of his interest in analogue television. for one so young, 

 Any member who may wish to tell of their career or hobby, 

 Any member who wishes to show or talk about their favourite radio, 

 Members providing any other topic that the Group may find interesting.  

Sunday 31st of May 1200 Visit to Alistair Crail’s home in Lyndoch as originally listed. I would 
suggest groups that live close to each other, or groups of friends share a car to help conserve the 
nation’s fuel supplies. 

A member suggested that perhaps it is time to look for another hall to hold events. Any member’s suggestion 
will be considered by the committee. Some factors to consider are: 

 Central location 
 Cost 
 Tables and chairs availability 
 Adequate car parking 
 ‘supper’ area 
 Acoustics 
 Air conditioning 
 Convenient toilets 

As the Annual General Meeting approaches, some younger members must start thinking about joining the 
committee otherwise we will no longer have a SA-Group, 

Tony Bell 
 (President) 

Philips titbit - The power operated drawer: 

When the foreman had a day off, Barry spent some hours attaching a washing machine solenoid and micro-
switch behind his desk drawer and wiring it up so that when the draw was opened more than an inch the 
solenoid was activated to snap the drawer shut again with considerable noise and force. 

Thanks John C. 
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Photo Gallery: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

ABOVE: (l to r) Jeremy Cordeaux, Tony Denton and David Hume placing the time capsule in the cairn. Photo Frank 
Sebastyan 
BELOW: (l to r) Ian Smyth and Mark Spooner placing the new plaque over the cairn opening, Photo. Frank Sebastyan 
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TOP: Original artwork for the plaque. 
BOTTOM LEFT: The top of the cairn with the new plaque in place. Photo Frank Sebastyan. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: Jeremy Cordeaux addressing the visitors. Photo Frank Sebastyan 
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TOP: Visitors view the cairn. Photo Frank Sebastyan 
CENTRE: Tony Bell addresses the visitors. Photo Frank Sebastyan 
BOTTOM: HRSA -SA Group members and a visitor enjoy the luncheon at the Earl of Leicester. Photo Tony  

 


